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REMARKS 

L ESmElODUCnON 

In response to the Office Action dated Seprembei 8, 2005, claims 1, 8, and 15 have been 
amended. Cl fl^' ^? 1-21 remain in the application. Entr^ of these amendments, and re-consideration 
of the application, as amended, is requested 

II. PRIOR ART REJECTIONS 

On page (2) of the Office Action, claims 1-3, 5-6, 8-10, 12-13, 15-17, and 19-20 were 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. §l03(a) as being unpatentable over Goodenough et al., "Queries and Their 
Application to Reasoning with Remote Sensing and GIS " (G oodenoiigh) in view of Drutman et al., 
"Maiine Geophysics Modeling With Geographic Information Systems," (Drutman), and Sawada et 
aL, U.S. Patent No. 4,843.569 (Sawada). On page (12) of die Office Action, claims 4, 7. 1 1, 14, 18, 
and 21 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) ad being \mpatentable over Goodenough in view of 
Dmtman and Sawada. as applied to claims 1, 8, and 17, and further in view of Slik et al.. U.S. Patent 
No. 5.809,145 (Slik). 

Specifically, the independent claims were rejected as follows: 

As pef ckim 1, Goodenough teaches the dairoed "meihod of obtnkung % niap in a computet 
graphics pj;ogram" comprtsing: "receivLog a request for a map picture" (Goodenough, the query to 
request a map that $how$ the forest depleiion over past 20 ycatsi page 1201, column 2. liae* 55-58); 
"obiaming a map £le in response to the request*' (Goodenough^ a map file comprises the GlS files of 
the desired sire dated 20 years ago, the thematic mapper (TM) and color infra-red geocodcd imagery 
over the site; page 1201, column 2, lines "deteccnining, from ihc map file, a locadon of map 

data" (Goodenough. to determine the location of the map duta related to the areas representing 
depleted forest cover; page 1201, column 2, lines 64-66), 'Vherein die map data defines one or more 
map objects of the map picture" (Goodenough, die depleted forest cover is the map object of the 
map picture; page 1201, column 2, lines 64-66); and "obtaining the map data from the locadon^ 
wherein the obtained map data satisfies the request for the map picture" (Goodenough, the data from 
the thematic mapper is obtained to sadsfy the request for the map showing the forest depledon over 
past 20 year^ page 1203, column 1. lines 11-12). It is noted that aldiough Goodenough teaches the 
GIS data in both of raster and vector formats (Abstract, lines 1-3); Goodenough docs not acpHddy 
teach that the obtained map data is "vector based" map data. However, Drutman teaches that die 
feature map information, such as Goodenough's depleted forest data, is preferably represented in 
vector based format (Drutman, represcntadon of fcature/atiribute; Tabic II, page III-529). 
Furthermore, Sawada teaches that a map file containing vector-based objects defines a specific object 
on the map by its label number or identify code and the identify code will determine a storage location 
of its coircsponding vector-based object (Sawana, column 1, lines 30-38, column 3, lines 29-36)- Ic 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary sldll in the art at the time the invendon was made, m 
view of the teaching of 3Dmtman and Sawana, to configure Goodcnough'a method as claimed by 
storing the map representing die area's features in a vector fonnac (Drutman, page UI-528, column 2, 
iwftg 28-30) in a locanon in memory j<<fi»T'fiflhlA by its identify code or label number. The modvadon 
foe stonng the map representing the objects in a vector format in a location in memory identifiable by 
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its identify code ox label number is the simplicity of map file with its vector-based objeccs xcpfcscntcd 
by iheii identify codes (Sawada, column 2, lines 18-49). 

As per ^l<^tri 8, Goodenough teaches the clflimed '^apparatus for obtaining a map compuier- 
implemented graphics system" comprising "(a) a computer" (Goodenough, the SEIDAM intelligent 
system; page 1199, column 1, line* 41-4^); "(b) an application executing on the computer** 
(Goodenough, the problem solver is written in Prolog; page 1203, column 1, lines 32-34), wherein the 
application is configured to: "receive a request for a map picture" (Goodenough the query to request 
a map that shows the forest depledon over past 20 yeaxf; page 1201, column 2, lines 55-58); "obtain a 
map file'' (Goodenough, a txiap file comprises the GIS files of the desized sice dated 20 years agao, the 
thematic mapper (TNQ and color infra-red geocoded imagery over the site; page 1201, column 2. lines 
60-62): "determine, from the map file, a storage location of map data" (Goodenough, to determine 
the location of the map data related to the areas representing depleted forest cover, page 1201, 
column 2, lines 64-66}j "wherein the map data defines one or more map objects of die map picture*' 
(Goodenough, the dieted forest cover is the map objecc of the map picture; page 1201, column 2» 
lines 64-66); and ^'obtain the map datft from the location, wherein the obtained map data satisfies the 
request for the map picture" (Goodcnon^ the data fix»ni the themadc mapper is obtained to satisfy 
die request fot the map showing the forest depletion over past 20 years; page 1203, column 1, lines 
1 1-121). It is ru>ted that although Goodenough teaches the GIS data in bodi of raster and vector 
fonnat (Abstract, lines 1-3)^ Goodenough does noc expHddy teach that the obtained map data is 
"vector basccT' map data. However, Drutmaa teaches that the feature map information, such as 
Goodenough's depleted forest area, is prefembly represented in vector based fo rmat (Drutman, 
representation of fcatuie/attf nbute; Table IT, page 111-529). Furthermore, Sawada ceaches that a map 
file containing vector-based objects defines a specific object on the map by its Libel number or 
identify code and the identify code will determine a storage location of its corresponding vector-based 
object (Sawana. column 1, lines 30-38, column 3, lines 29-36). It would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invemion was made, in view of the teaching of 
Drumian and Sawana, to configure Goodenou^'s method as claimed by storing the map 
representing the area's features in a vector format (Diutman, page 111-528, cohimn 2, lines 28-30) in a 
location in memory identifiable by its identify code or label number The motivation for storing the 
map representing die objects in a vector format in a location in memory identifiable by trs identify 
code or Libel number is the simplicity of map file with its vector-based objects represented by their 
identify codes (Sawada, column 2, lines 18-49). 

As per claim 15, Goodenough teaches the claimed "article of manufectme embodying logic 
that causes a con^uter-implemented graphics system to obtain a map" comprising: "receiving a 
request for a map picture" (Goodenough, the query to request a map that shows the forest depletion 
overpast 20 years; page 1201, column 2, lines 55-58); "obtaining a map file" (Goodenough, a m;ip file 
comprises the GIS files of the desired site dated 20 years ago, the thematic mapper flM) and color 
infza-xed goecoded imagery over the site; page 1201, cohmm 2, lines 60-62); "determining, from the 
map file, a atorage location of map data" (Goodenough, to determine die location of the map data 
related to the areas representing depleted forest cover; page 1201, column 2, Knes 64-66), "ixiicrcin 
the map data defines one or more niap objecta of die map picture" (Goodenough. the depleted forest 
cover is the map object of the map picture; page 1201, column 2, lines 64-66); and "obtaining the map 
data fzom the location, wherdn Ae obtained map data satisfies the request for the map picture" 
(Goodenough, the data £com the thematic mapper h obtained to satisfy the request for the map 
showing the fiorest depletion over past 20 years; page 1203, cohmm 1, lines 11-12). It is noted that 
although Goodenough teaches die GIS data in both of raster and vector formats (Abstract, Hnes 1-3); 
Goodenough does not cxpliddy teach that the obtained map data is 'Vector based" map data. 
However, Druiman teaches that the feature map information, such as Goodenougb's depleted forest 
area, is preferably represented in vector based format (Drutman, representation of feature/ atti ribute; 
Table n, page 111-529). Furdiermore, Sawada teaches that a map file conraixung vector-based objects 
defines a specific object on the map by its label number or identify code and the identify code will 
detentnine a storage location of its corresponding vector-based object (Sawana, coKunn 1, Hnes 30-38, 
column 3. lines 29-36). It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
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ihe invention was made, in view of the teaching of Diutman and Sawana, to cotifiguie Goodeno\igh's 
method fts claimed by storing the map representing the area's features in a veaoi format (Drutmnn* 
page ni-528, column 2, lines 28-30) in a location in memory identifiable by its identify code or bbcl 
number. The motivation for storing the map representing the objects in a vector format in a location 
in memory identifiable by its identify code or label nuoibci U the ^plidty of map file with it's 
Tcctoi^bafted object lepiesetited by thek idendfy codes (Sawada, column 2, lines 18-49). 

Applicants traverse the above lejectioQS for one or more of the following reasons; 

(1) Goodenough, Drutman, Sawada, and Slik do not teach, disclose ot suggest a map file 
that provides a uniform resource locator; 

(2) Goodenougji, Dmtman, Sawada. and Slik do not teach, disclose or suggest a naap file 
diat provides a n^i^'^^ resource locator that idendfies a storage location of vector based map data; 

(3) Goodcnough, Dxutman, Sawada, and Slik do not teach, disclose or suggest the abiliiy 
to determine a storage location of vector based map data that defines a map object for a requested 
map picture; and 

(3) Goodenough, Drutman, Sawada, and Slik do not teach, disclose or suggest obtaining 
vector based map data &om a storage locadon wherein the vector based map data satisfies a request 
for a map picture. 

Independent d flim ? I, 8, aj>d 1 5 ate generally directed to obtaining a vector based map in a 
graphics program. As claimed, a request is received for a roap picture. In response to the request, a 
map file is obtained As used in the subsequent claim steps, the map file contains a nniform 
resource locator (URL) diat identified a storage locadon of vector based map data. Accordingly, the 
method determines, firom the map file, a storage location, in the form of a URL, of the vectot based 
map data. Furdier, the vector based map data defines one ot more map objects of the map picture 
that has been requested- Once the storage locadon has been determined, the vector based map data 
is obtained from the location at the URL. In this regard, the retrieved/ obtained vector based map 

data satisfies the request for the map picture. 

In view of the above, the daims dearly provide that a map picture is requested and a map 
file that references locations of vector based map data (that defines map objects) for the map picture 
is obtained/retrieved. 

The dted references do not teach nor suggest these various elements of Applicants* 

independent daims. 
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The rejections set forth in the final Office Acdon are nearly idendcal to the rejecdons set 
forth in the prior Office Action. Accordingly, Applicants reassert the response set forth in the prior 
Office Action. 

In addition to the prior rejections, the final Acrion further relies on Sawada to teach die 
storage location. Applicants respectfully disagree and traverse with the rejections. Firsriy, as set 
fonh in the ni-i giri^l claims, the map file provided a storage location of vector based map data and 
the data was obtained from that stor^ location. In rejection these claim element clemencs^ the 
final Office Action asserts that the label numbers in Sawada teach a storage location - namely: 

. . .a map file contnii^g vector-based objects defines a specific object on the map by its label number 
or ideniify code and the identify code will detesmine a scorafie location of its cOixespoiidiag vcaor- 
based object (Saiwana cduma 1» lines 30*38, colUDm 3, lines 29-36). 

Firsriy the label code in Sawada is not used to determine a storage location where data can be 
retrieved from (as set forth in the claims). In this regard, Sawada's label numbers are merely 
idctnification labels for pieces of vector data of an extxacted iJiap object. Sawada describes a specific 
sequence of events. Referring to Sawada's FIG. 2, 3, and 4, die map o£ FIG. 2 is obtained (i.c., a 
paper map) and object graphic patterns are extracted. In this regard, the names/text of FIG- 2 are 
removed. Vector object data is then created to represent each ejctracted object pattern. Labels are 
then affixed to the vector data. The result is shown in FIG* 3 with die text boxes having labels. The 
text data that was extracted is stored in an attribute data list with appropriate labeling numbers. 
Such label numbers are set forth in a predetermined order. 

In view of the above, rather than the label number identifying the storage location where 
data can be obtained fi:om, Sawada's labels are merely sequential nutnbets that are used to 
display/represent a particular object on the screen. There is no connection or relationship between 
where die data i$ stored and die label number. 

Despite the dear differences between Sawada and the prior claims. Applicants have 
amended die i-Wtm^ to further differentiate and clarify the storage location aspects of the invention. 
In this regard, the claims now provide that the map file contains a uniform resource locator that 
identifies a storage location of the map data, Such a teaching is cleady differcntiable from any of the 
cited references. Sawada's label numbers are not imiform resource locators in any way, shape, or 
form. 
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Dependent fW^TTk 4 provides that die vector map diita is obtained from a toap server across a 
network connection. To teach this claim, the Office Acuon relief on Slik. However, Slik merely 
describes the ability to access a selected dataset from a CD-ROM at a fulfillment center via a 
communication network 22 and a server 24. In this regard, Slik does not add any descriptioxi that 
provides for the use of a UBL in a map file that provides a storage location of vector based map 
data. 

In view of the above^ the various elements of Applicants' claimed invention together provide 
operarional advantages over the systems disclosed in Goodenough, Drutman, Sawada, and Slik. In 
addidon^ Applicants' invention solves problems not recognized by Goodenough, Drutman, Sawada, 
and Slik. 

Thus, Applicants submit that independent claims 1, 8, and 15 are allowably over 
Goodenough, Dmtman, Sawada, and Slik. Furdier, dependent claims 2-7, 9-14, and 16-21 are 
submitted to be allowable over Goodenough> Dmtman* Sawada, and SHk in the same manner, 
because they are dependent on independent daims 1, 8. and 15, respectively, and because diey 
contain all the limitarions of the independent claims. In addition, dependent claims 2-7, 9-14, and 
16-21 recite additional novel elements not shown by Goodenough, Drutman, Sawada, and Slik, 



-10- 



G&C 30566.17.US-C3 



PAGE 13/14 ' RCVD AT 11/8/2005 3:09:06 PM [Eastern Standard Time]* SVR:USPTO-EF){RF-5/33 ' DN1S:2738300 ' CSID:+13106418798 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-14 



n-08-2005 12:27PM FROW-Gatas & Cooper LLP +13106418798 T-532 P-014/OU F-757 



m. CONCLUSION 

la view of the above, it is submitted that this application is now in good order for allowance 
and such allowance is respectfully solicited. Should the Examiner believe minor matters sdll re mafn 
that can be resolved in a telephone interview, the Examiner is urged to call Applicants' undersigned 
attorney. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Gregory A. Roy et aL 
By theic attorneys, 

GATES & COOPER LLP 

Howard Hughes Center 
6701 Center Drive West, Suite 1 050 
Los ABgeles> California 90045 
(310) 641-8797 

Date: November 8. 2005 



Namexiason S. 
Reg. No,: 39,187 




-11- 

G&C 30566.17-US-C3 



PAGE 14/14 ' RCVD AT 11/8/20M 3:09:06 PM [Eastern Standard Timel * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/33 ' DN1S:2738300 * CSID:+13106418798 ' DURATION (mm-ss):03-14 



